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At the heart of JaeWook Lee’s work is a desire to unearth fragments of history and 
reconfigure them into a dialogue of current socio-political issues such as global 
capitalism, power struggles, modernization and warfare. Taking influence from artists 
such as Felix Gonzalez-Torres, Lee creates research-based performances, which are often 
times disseminated by means of video. JaeWook Lee’s masterful inventiveness with 
media asserts righteous claims with an edgy, fluxus inspired style. 

I first met JaeWook Lee in the months leading up to the Recession Art show, Prolonged 
Exposure. In this group exhibition Lee showed a video documenting his “shooting” both 
smoke and moving trains with a portable projector, installed into a gun, (I’m not good 
with gun models. I think it was an AK-47).Nightmare, the name given to his gun-
projector project, directly confronts matters of being both personally and culturally 
haunted by wars of the past, specifically the Korean War. 

JaeWook Lee was born in South Korea and received his BFA from the Korea National 
University of Arts in Seoul. After graduation, Lee decided to fulfill a military 
requirement, which is expected from all South Koreans. Because of the continued 
involvement of the United States in South Korea, and the joint effort by both countries to 
safeguard the North Korean border, Lee met his requirements by serving a two-year term 
in the United States Army in South Korea. Lee has said that he feels like he has an 
“oscillating identity… I once worked in the U.S. Army in South Korea as a Korean 
Citizen, and now work and live in the States as a foreigner” 

American Daydream features JaeWook Lee’s All Men are Created Equal Bullshit. In an 
altruistic gesture, the artist has bound himself with tape and struggles to deliver a clear 
message; a corroded American psychic monument, ‘All Men are Created 
Equal Bullshit.’ During American Daydream, this installation will be displayed in the 
entrance to the RAC gallery as a projection via two slide projectors. 

Lee is an artist whose inquiries into the possibility of freedom, creations of concentrated 
tactile subversion, and contributions toward contemporary studio practices are genuinely 
posed as situations that are to everyone’s benefit. It’s my pleasure to introduce JaeWook 
Lee as an American Daydreamartist with this recent interview between myself and the 
artist… 

Anthony T.- Can you tell us about your work “All Men are Created Equal Bullshit” 

JaeWook- At the beginning of the slide-projection work All men are created equal 
Bullshit (2011), In Brooklyn Bridge Park, I am taped up by duct tape, and repetitively 
transport the water of the East River through my mouth- from shore to river to ground. 
With the water drips, I write Thomas Jefferson’s immortal phrase, “All men are created 
equal” – to which I add: bullshit. The laborious actions of transporting water appears 
absurd in light of New York City’s skyline of magnificent skyscrapers, emblematic of the 
overdeveloped city in contrast to the struggle of the masses against neo-liberal capitalism. 



The Brooklyn Bridge Park becomes the space for a political action. At the end of the 
slide-projection, after the water- writing completely evaporates, the park becomes again, 
a peaceful space for the visitors of New York City. 

AT- It was only after our last interview that I learned that you served in the United States 
Military. How has this experience affected your work, and how does this complicate how 
one might understand this specific piece? 

JW- All men are created equal Bullshit (2011) is not specifically about the Military 
issues. But, I can say it is related in terms of the idea of foreign and native. I once worked 
in the U.S. Army in South Korea as Korean Citizen, and now work and live in the States 
as a foreigner. I have the oscillating identity and conditioned authority in living in the 
States. In Jacques Derrida’ Of Hospitality, the absolute hospitality of the host to the 
guests is impossible. The guest is always a hostage on some level. It is always 
conditioned hospitality. We can apply the same logic to current immigration policy. Since 
most of my friends and I are foreigners in the United States, I can easily find this 
conditioned hospitality and the hidden economic and power relationship between nations. 
I believe the idea of “inequity” in terms of immigration issue has been rooted in the 
history of America. 

AT- What was your process like with this piece and how did you develop this idea? 

JW- Last year, I was interested in post-studio practices in contemporary art: art in the 
expanded field outside of artists’ studio. I was looking for a public place for my 
performance. I was also interested in the idea of “presence” as its ephemeral nature in 
time and space. How do we apprehend the present? Marc Auge said in his 
book Oblivion that the memory of the past and expectations of the future characterize 
“the present.” In order to apprehend the presentness of America, I decided to bring the 
memory of a place and to expect a better future of the place. Without the memories of 
place, it would be impossible to negotiate space and to reinvent the world. When I 
walked in Brooklyn Bridge Park last year, I saw the magnificent cityscape of NYC and 
the flow of river. I thought this is the place I should work on. These were the background 
thoughts when developing the idea for All Men are Created Equal Bullshit. 

AT- How does All Men are Created Equal Bullshit relate to the concepts of American 
Daydream as put forth by myself, Laura Blüer and Madelyn RIngold-Brown? 

JW- When I created the work All Men are Created Equal Bullshit (2011), the Occupy 
Wall st was at its peak in NYC. I believe the issue of “equity” has become more and 
more at the center of American Dream. However, our reality in everyday life is running 
toward the opposite direction; the extreme neo-liberal capitalism; rich people are richer, 
and poor people are poorer. In this sense, “American Daydream” is our collective effort 
to negotiate and to reinvent the our world to be a better place. 

To see more of JaeWook Lee’s work, visit his website Jaewooklee.com and to see All 
Men are Created Equal Bullshit, come to the opening of American Daydream December 



19th, 6-9pm Recession Art @ Culturefix Gallery, 9 Clinton St NYC. 

All images are copyright and courtesy of JaeWook Lee. 

-Anthony 


